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EDITORIAL 


The Power Of 
The Gospel 


According to the Chattanooga papers of Monday, 
April 6th, an interesting comparison occurred in that 
city the day before, Easter. At Engle Field the 
Chattanooga baseball team played Toledo of the 
American Association with 1,504 in attendance. At 
identically the same time 12,500 were attending a 
meeting of the Greater Chattanooga Evangelistic 
Campaign led by evangelist Billy Graham while 
another 6,000 had already heard him at the city- 


wide sunrise service. 


When the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ out-draws a secular amusement by that mar- 
gin Christians have cause to thank God and take 
courage. 


Nothing will contribute to the welfare of Amer- 
ica (and the world), and to the prestige and the 
influence of the Church like a return to preaching 
the old and great truths of the Gospel, old but ever 
new and effective. Social implications? Yes, but 
personal redemption first. —H.B.D. 


Do Not Lose It! 


“IT urge you, Timothy, as we live in the sight of 
God and of Jesus Christ (IV hose coming in power 
will judge the living and the dead), to preach the 
word of God. Never lose your sense of urgency, in 
season or out of season.” I] Tim, 4+:1-2. ( Phillips’ 
Translation ). 


A sense of urgency is neither an unseemly em- 
phasis nor an unjustified emotionalism when it 
comes to presenting the claims of Christ to the un- 
saved. And yet, how easy it is to preach the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ as though its acceptance or rejec- 
tion is a matter of relative unimportance. 
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In a routine complete check-up a surgeon does a 
biopsy on a small sore which both he and the pa- 
tient consider trivial. —'wo days later the patholo- 
gist reports this small sore to be an early cancer. 


Does the surgeon consider it a matter of minor 
importance to be reported to the patient at some 
convenient future date, or does he make every effort 
to contact the patient immediately to let the affected 
one know the true situation? 


When the patient hears the news does she listen 
with casual interest and say she will think the mat- 
ter over and decide what she wants done later on? 


No, the surgeon—with a sense of great urgency 
—gets in immediate contact with his patient, ex- 
plains the situation and urges immediate radical 
surgery to correct it. At the same time, the patient, 
greatly disturbed by the news, asks for immediate 
hospitalization and for the carrying out of every 
measure possible for the complete removal of the 
lesion which, untreated, means certain death. 


Why do we regard sin so casually? Why do we 
preach the necessity of personal faith in the re- 
deeming work of the Lord Jesus Christ as though 
its acceptance or rejection is a matter of minor im- 
portance? Why do so many ignore the effect of 
sin on the eternal destiny of the soul? Why has the 
sense of urgency been lost, if it ever existed in our 
hearts in the first place? 


Certainly the Devil, the enemy of souls, does 
everything in his power to destroy the recognition 
of sin, its effect on men and its eternal implica- 
tions. Certainly he tries to blind our eyes to the 
fact that there is but one remedy, the blood of the 
Lamb of God, Who died on the Cross of Calvary. 


Unless there is a sense of urgency in presenting 
the claims of Christ the hearers may also take the 
message lightly. If we are convinced that Christ is 
the only Saviour then the lost have the first claim on 
the good news. 
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The King’s business requires haste. It also re- 
quires deep conviction and the sense of urgency. 


—L.N.B. 


Do not lose it! 


For Crying Out Loud 


In our own Confession and also in the proposed 
Plan of Union issued 1953, occurs the following 
statement: “The Supreme Judge, by whom all con- 


' troversies in religion are to be determined, and all 


decrees . . . opinions . . . doctrines . . . are to be 
examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, 
can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the 
Scriptures.”” This is in accord with Presbyterian 
tradition: it could hardly be improved. It may safe- 
ly be presumed that every officer accepts the state- 
ment without any reserve. And yet? . . . Does one 
ask the meaning of the hesitation? Let him read 
what follows. 


First, we must determine the answer to a vital 
question: What are the Scriptures? Again the above 
authorities answer: we quote: “Under the name of 
Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are 
now contained all the books of the Old and New 
‘Testaments (the list of 66 books follows) ... All 
of which are given by inspiration of God, to be the 
rule of faith and life.”” Thus: far, all seems plain 
enough. We know and agree as to what Scripture 
is, and also we know and agree as to what is the 
Final Authority in all matters pertaining to re- 
ligion, so far as Presbyterians are concerned: THE 
Hoy Spirit SPEAKING IN THE SCRIPTURES. 


Now, Scripture contains unquestionable state- 
ments as to the Virgin Birth of our Lord. Yet,— 
and here is the rub: there are men in Presbyterian 
Orders, who if they mean what they say, either 
do not believe that these passages are Scripture, 
or do not believe the statements to be true. We 
mean that they reject the Virgin Birth. Something 
appears wrong. Again, there are ministers who have 
read in the Scriptures the words: “He is risen,” 
and ‘‘Handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye see me have.”’ Yet these folk do not 
believe that the Saviour literally rose from the 
dead. So that it must be true that such people either 
do not believe that this is Scripture, or they simply 
do not believe, period. Again, something is wrong. 
Also, it is crystal clear that the Scriptures contain 
the. statement that “This same Jesus shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.”’ 
But there are ordained ministers, even Presby- 
terians, who, in the light of their words, either do 


not accept the quotation as Scripture, or refuse to 
believe it, despite its being in Scripture. Surely 
something is wrong. Here is cause for tears. 


There are several attitudes, one or more of 
which has been adopted, in order to escape risk of 
the serious charge of violation of ordination vows, 
in connection with the above recital. One can 
question the text itself; yet even the R.S.V. leaves 
the text intact in these cases: they are therefore 
proper parts of Scripture. Or one can attempt to 
explain them away by calling them figurative. This 
is in contradiction to the testimony of the Christian 
Church, and certainly to the authoritative position 
of our own Church. Or lastly, one can claim that 
the Holy Spirit does not endorse these passages to 
him as Scripture,—a kind of Barthian subterfuge. 
But consider: by such method most any portion of 
the Bible could be bowed out of record! And it be- 
comes a question of who and who have the Spirit! 
When a private finds that the army is out of step 
with him, a top-sergeant can generally locate the 
trouble. When . . . But we forbear. We have the 
Scriptures. We have the Supreme Judge. We have 
the ordination vows. We seem to be short on “the 


noblest work of God.” —R.F.G. 


The Eyes Of 
The Heart 


“The eyes of your heart being enlightened”: Ephe- 
sians 1:18a. (R.V.) 


The eyes of the head are marvelous pieces of mech- 
anism. Through these eyes we behold all the won- 
ders of the material universe. No man in his right 
mind would part with his eyesight for any amount 
of money. 


The eyes of the heart are even more precious and 
wonderful. Through these eyes, when they have been 
opened by the Spirit of God, we are enabled to see a 
far more beautiful world than the world around us. 
Eye hath not seen, neither the ear heard, nor has it 
entered the heart of man what God has in store for 
those that love Him, but he has revealed these things 
to us, and when the eyes of our hearts are enlightened 
we see some of them. What are some of these won- 
ders which greet us when the eyes of our heart are 
opened? 

We see the risen and glorified Christ, the Head of 
the Church. When Peter confessed his faith in Him 
as the Christ the Son of the living God, Jesus said to 
him, Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. Men of the world, whose eyes 
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have never been touched by the Spirit, do not see our 
Savior in all His regal splendor. In John 20:29 Jesus 
said to Thomas, “Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed.” By faith our eyes—the eyes 
of our heart—have been opened and we telieve. 
Along with Him we see our glorious inheritance. 


We see the glory and greatness of our Salvation. 
No one whose eyes have not been opened can see 
this. Blind men are vainly trying to save themszlvcs 
by their good works. When the Spirit has touched 
the heart we see the Grace of God and the glory of 
Salvation as the free gift of God. The God Who is 
rich in mercy, for His great love, has made us alive 
and raised us up to sit with our Savior in heavenly 
places. We see ourselves as His Workmanship. 


We see the Glorious Oneness of the Church. Many 
people see only the Visible Church, with its divisions 
and imperfections. When our eyes are opened we 
see that great innumerable host of redeemed men and 
women who form the Body of Christ, the habitation 


of God. 


The greatest blessing which came to the blind men 
by the roadside was not the opening of their physical 
eyes—the eyes of their heads—but the opening of 
their hearts, the eyes of their hearts. May we, too, 
have the eyes of our hearts enlightened, that we may 
see those things which are unseen and yet are eternal. 


Does God 
Intervene? 


There are Christians who feel that God its very 
far off and that He is not concerned with their 
minor personal problems. In fact some say that 
God has endowed man with certain instincts and 
with common sense and that we have no right to 
‘trouble Him” with the small details of our lives. 


To those who are carrying the burden of such 
an attitude towards God there are countless other 
Christians who will join in saying, ““We have news 
for you,” for the God who loves us, and who pro- 
vided for our salvation is in addition our personal 
and real Heavenly Father and not only is He in- 
terested in our individual problems—the minutiae of 
our daily lives—but He also intervenes on our be- 
half again and again. 


This intervention is usually seen through a com- 
bination of circumstances, through personal con- 
tacts or other apparently natural processes, but there 
are times when His children, deeply conscious of 
the need of a guiding Hand, ask Him for specific 
help and receive it in wonderful and direct ways. 


This is neither mystical or imaginative. Why 
should not God, supernatural in His being and in 
His power, manifest Himself in supernatural ways 
on behalf of His children? Nothing could be more 
natural and such should be the experience of Chris- 
tians again and again. 
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Far from being a theoretical matter, it is one 
which can be demonstrated by a simple act of faith. 
A problem arises, there is a need for immediate 
yuidance, definite information, help, any one of a 
thousand situations where our own limitations are 
so real and obvious. A silent prayer—a heart turned 
to the All-wise and ever-loving Father—a sense of 
expectancy and there comes a clear leading as to 
what should be done. It is a blessed experience and 
it should be a natural and frequent one for the 
Christian. 

—L.N.B. 


(jod does intervene. 


The Unity Of The 
Church For Which 


Calvin Strove 


In these days when union is being pushed in the 
interest of bigness and organization, regardless of true 
doctrine, one often hears John Calvin's testimony 
misused. In reply to Archbishop Cranmer, Calvin did 
express his zeal for Protestant unity and declared that 


“he would not object to cross ten seas to establish such 


a holy communion of the members of Christ. This 
letter is given in the English translation and, in purt, 
in the Latin in Schaff’s History as well zs in Calvin's 
Opera. It ought to be read as a whole. 

When so read Calvin affirms his desire to share in 
the formation of a consensus creed for the Reformed 
Church. He speaks of “discussing the different ar- 
ticles of faith” so that “by unanimous decision” they 
might deliver down to posterity “some certain rule 
of doctrine.” This agreement was to be drawn up by 
the learned according to Scripture, in order to unite 
Churches seated far apart. 


This letter is in entire accord with what Calvin 
sets forth in his work, On the Necessity of Reform- 
ing the Church, thus: 


“In like manner, the unity of the Church, such 
as Paul describes it, we protest to hold sacred, and 
we denounce anathema against all who in any way 
violate it. The principle from which Paul derives 
unity is, that there is one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism, one God and Father of all, who has called us 
into one hope, Eph. 4:4-6. Therefore, we are one 
body and one Spirit, as is here enjoined, if we ad- 
here to God only, i.e. be bound to each other by 
the tie of faith. We ought, moreover, to remember 
what is said in another passage that ‘faith cometh 
by the Word of God.’ Let it, therefore, be a fixed 
point, that a holy unity exists among us, when, 
consenting in pure doctrine, we are united ‘to 
Christ alone . The Apostle ‘adds that the minis- 
try was instituted ‘for the edifying of the body of 
Christ, till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God; that we 
be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, but speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all 
things who is the Head, even Christ,’ Eph. 4:12-15. 
Could he more plainly compromise the whole unity 
of the Church in a holy agreement in true doctrine, 
than when he calls us back to Christ and to faith, 
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which is included in the knowledge of him, and to 
obedience to the truth? Nor is any lengthened dem- 
onstration of this needed by those who believe the 
Church to be that sheepfold of which Christ alone 
is the Shepherd, and where his voice only is heard, 
and distinguished from the voice of strangers.”’ 


Similarly, the Ordinances for the government of 
the Church in Geneva consider “the matter above all 
other worthy of recommendation is to preserve the 
doctrin. of the holy gospel of our Lord in its purity.” 
And in the Institutes III.xix-13 Calvin teaches that 
even charity ought to be subservient to the purity of 
the faith. “It becomes us, indeed, to have regard to 
charity; but we must not offend God for the love of 
our neighbor.” 


Qne finds no basis in Calvin for thinking that he 
would favor a merger, union, or absorption on a basis 
that left uncertain such doctrines as the Virgin Birth 
of Christ and the sole Kingship of Christ over His 
Church—which Calvin taught so vigorously—lInst- 
rutes IV. Ch. 8 and Ch. 9.1. 


As Calvin stood for doctrinal unity, so he objected 
to a mere organizational adhesion that sacrificed the 
faith. Many of his friends of evangelical sentiment 
wavered and remained in the Roman Church, others 
returned to it. He stood out against their appeals, 
and even dubbed those who hid their true evangell- 
cal opinions by remaining in a Church that taught 
work-righteousness as Nicodemites. Further, he was 
expelled from Geneva because he stood for the sanc- 
tity of the Church and the Church's right to pass on 
the ceremonies and ordinances she was to Observe - - 
rather than have these dictated to her by Berne and 
the civil council. Again in 1553 he was ready to dix 
or be again expelled from Geneva rather than give 
the supper of the Lord to those living in violation of 
the seventh commandment. 


In the Letter to Francis I, Calvin distinguishes be- 
tween the form and the essence of the Church. “The 
Church may exist without any visible form,” and “its 
form is not contained in any external splendour” “but 
is distinguished by a very different criterion, viz, the 
pure preaching of God's word and the legitimate ad- 
ministration of the sacraments.” Where two or three 
gather in Christ's name, there the Head of the Church 
is and where Christ is there is the Church. Accord- 
ingly, Doumergue understands Calvin's statement that 
the Church is the mother of all those who have God 
for their Father (Inst. IV. 1.1), as meaning the same 
thing as the Scriptural testimony that we are born 
again not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible 4, 
the Word of God, that faith cometh by the Word of 
God, and that it pleases God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save those that believe. When Christ 
is offered to men and they receive Him, whether in 
formal preaching or in personal work, there two or 
more have met in His name and there is the Church. 
Thus are we conceived of her, born of her, nourished 
at her breast, and continually preserved under her 
care and government until we are divested of this 
mortal flesh and become like the angels, IV. 1.4. 
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. to be ensamples to the flock. Paul tells us that we 


This does not mean, however, that Calvin disre- 
garded the proper recognition of either form or or- 
der. When he and Farel were exiled their friends, 
the Guilliamites, condemned the Church in Geneva 
and sought Calvin’s encouragement to separate from 
it. Calvin told them to support the Church and stand 
by it as long as the essentials of the Gospel were 
taught there. Further, when Cardinal Sadoleto at- 
tacked the Reformation in Geneva, Calvin forgot how 
he had been treated and stood up in defense of the 
Church that had exiled him. Calvin would not en- 
courage those who are hastily leaving our denomina- 
tion because everything is not perfect in order, disci- 
pline or doctrine. Calvinism loves the true Church, 
accepts her nourishment and discipline, and strives 
for the purity of her doctrine and living. 


On the other side of the picture, when one studies 
Calvin's treatment of the Waldenses, he is not sure 
that Calvin would encourage those who in their zeal 
for organizational authority refuse to allow a group 
of Presbyterian believers to be received as a congre- 
gation of our denomination and so leave them to 
search Presbyterian affiliation elsewhere and further 
divide Southern Presbyterianism. Though Calvin 
counselled the Waldenses to change their doctrine 
from work-righteousness, he received them with open 
arms in Geneva, provided for them, appealed to the 
King of France against the persecution of them. Peter 
begs us not to be lords over God's heritage, but rather 


preach not ourselves, but Jesus as Lord and ourselves 
your servants for His sake; and our Lord Jesus said 
that those who would be great among us ought not 
to lord it over their fellows as the Gentiles do—but 
to demonstrate their greatness in lowly service. Even 
as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom instead of many. 


—W.C.R. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 5—Angling. “In the morning sow thy 
seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: 
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.” 
(Ecc. 11:6). Interesting! fin fishermen regard early 
morning and late afternoon the best times to angle. 
A boy on the roadside, with gun on his shoulder, 
was asked by a passerby, “What are you hunting, 
son?” The boy replied, “I don't know; I ain’t seen 
it yet.’ But he was out to gun for something. The 
Angler sets forth to angle. He is not certain of just 
what is beneath the surface, but he is going to “reach” 
for it, if haply he may have a glad surprise. In fin 
fishing, skill and long practice have much to do for 
success; but in fishing for souls it is amazing how 
the Spirit-guided effort of a “one-talent” fisherman 
succeeds. The Holy Spirit can even use a little child 
to “catch men.” In a meeting in Arkansas one night 
when the invitation was given to accept Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, several people came forward, among them 
a little girl about seven years old. All were very 
happy, but the little girl stood alone quietly sobbing. 
I went over and took her hand and asked her why she 
was not happy. She replied that her daddy was not a 
Christian and she so much wanted him to come to 
Jesus, too. But he wouldn't even come to church, 
just stayed at home by the radio, letting her mother 
and herself come alone. I asked her if she loved her 
daddy very much. Indeed she did, she said. And 
does he love you? “O yes,” she replied, “he loves me 
a whole lot.”’ I asked, ‘Do vou ever kiss him?” Yes, 
indeed, she kissed him every day. “Will he be up 
when you get back home tonight?” Yes, he would 
be up, listening to the radio. Well, I said, suppose 
when you go home you put your arms around his 
neck and kiss him; then ask him to turn off the radio 
a minute so you can tell him something very inter- 
esting. Then tell him that you have taken Jesus to 
be your Saviour tonight, and you so much want him 
to take Him, too. Can you do that? “Yes, I will,” 
she said. “Let's have a little prayer right here, asking 
the Holy Spirit to use you now to win your daddy this 
very night.” So we bowed a moment in prayer, and 
the little thing ran back to her mother to start home. 
Next night, to my great delight I saw the three com- 
ing into the meeting, the little girl, her mother—and 
the daddy! When the invitation was given, that man 
promptly came forward, his little daughter with him, 
holding his hand. She just had to come, too! That 
was really angling for the “big one,” and with a “lit- 
tle hook.” 


This week's award of a leather-bound copy of The 
Testament For Fishers of Men, for “an experience in 
soul-winning” goes to a young lady in New Mexico. 
She was a counselor in a girls camp, which suggests 
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the fact that these summer camps for young people 
make good “grounds” for fishing. She writes: 


Dear ANGLERS: 


As a Christian camp counselor, I had one girl 
whose only interest seemcd to be—boys. One night 
I heard she had left the grounds with another girl 
and some strange fellows. While my other girls were 
at “Skit Night,” I found her in her room in bed. “I 
didn’t leave the grounds,” she insisted. I sat silently 
a moment in prayer; then I said, “Basically it's not 
a problem of boys; it’s a problem of your relation to 
Christ.” She cried, and said she wanted to be saved; 
so I explained to her the way. And she prayed. There 
in bed she became a new creature in Christ. 


(Editors comment: “Blessed are ye that sow be- 
side all waters .. .” Isaiah 32:20. Send to ANGLERS 
your “personal work experience;” it may be a help to 
some faltering “fisherman.” ) 


| Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
| FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


Think! W omen, Think! 


The people of the United States spent for intoxi- 
cating liquers, in 1951, $9,150,000,000, per capita 
$60.49. 


“Wherefore do ve spend money for that which 
is not bread?’’—Isaiah 55:2. 


For educating 25,000,000 youth in the Nation’s 
Public Schools (fiscal year 1949-1950) $5,837,- 
643,000 (total expense), per capita, $38.60; Teach- 
ers Salaries — $2,896,489,000, per capita $19.45. 
Authorities—U. S. Dept. of Commerce; U. S. 
Dept. of Health. 


—From ‘Facts’ published by 
The National 


“From Strength To Strength” 


“Four things in my land must dwell, 
If it endures and prospers well: 
One is manhood true and good; 
One is noble womanhood; 
One is child life, clean and bright; 
And one an altar kept alight.” 
—Author Unknown. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the eleventh in a series of articles by 


J.V.N. Talmage, B. 


The Earth Acts Like 
A Spinning Top 


In the preceding chapt-rs we have tried to blow 
away the barbed-wire entanglements of the philosoph- 
ical defense, and now we will try a constructive cam- 
paign, still however being on the constant lookout for 
atheistic booby traps. 


The first important discovery that I made in this 
research into the Pleistocene phenomena that formed 


» the environment of the ante-diluvian men, was that 


contrary to current opinion ALL GLACIATIONS 
WERE LOCAL AND THEREFORE COULD NOT 
BE DUE TO THE COOLING OF THE ENTIRE 
EARTH AS AGASSIZ AND HIS SCHOOL HAD 
THOUGHT. This theory is still followed by lead- 
ing geologists today. If glaciation was local, there 
could be only one cause, and that was a movement of 
the north and south poles. 1 am absolutely sure that 
every person unbiased by philosophical considerations 
will agree to this theorem. Nine years of research 
has convinced me beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
glaciation was local in every case. 


In other words I have found that scientists took the 
wrong road from the beginning. This of course was 
understandable in the case of Agassiz who had so 

ery little data upon which to base his hypothesis. 
hatever may have been the reason for getting start- 
ed on the wrong road, there is no reason for us to 
continue travelling it. So we have to begin at scratch 
and build an entirely new highway if we wish to get 
to our destination. This is no easy task. 


With the evidence of local glaciation so apparent, 
ic was difficult to understand why so many had been 
wrong so long. Why had others not thought of such 
a simple solution as a moving pole? I found they 
had done so half-heartedly, but one and all claimed 
they could never place the pole in a position where 
it would satisfy conditions everywhere, and so they 
had given up the theorem. Some Europeans hold to 
rather fantastic polar movements which we need not 
discuss. 


The question that bothered the geologists fell into 
my lap, but there was a far more important problem: 
HOW AND WHY HAD THE POLES MOVED. To 
get the exact facts, I bought a globe and on it out- 
lined the boundaries of the last ice sheet as deter- 
mined by the best known authorities, and then com- 
pared it with the Antarctic polar ice-cap. The an- 
cient polar ice as drawn on the globe appeared much 
bigger than the modern one. Why? I concluded 
that not only had there been a major movement of 
the pole, but there were minor movements during the 
time represented by that drawing. Days and days | 
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asked myself this question in vain, “HOW COULD 
THIS BE?” It was tantalizing. One night having 
fallen asleep, worried with the problem still un- 
solved, | awoke near midnight and like a flash the 
gyroscope and its laws of my college days came to 
mind. The earth was rotating rapidly enough to be 
a giant gyroscope. If the pole moved it must have 
moved in a spiral path due to the change of the 
moment of inertia in the earth. This exactly met the 
conditions of the drawing on the globe. I must have 
shouted loudly for my wife woke up startled and 
wanted to know what the trouble was. 


Next day I went to the University of Texas and 
consulted the books on gyrostatics in the physics li- 
brary, and found that the solution was scientific. 
There was no doubt but that I had an answer to the 
problem. There were no “ice-ages” in the past, when 
the earth became colder, all could be accounted for 
by a polar movement. Unfortunately I found I was 
in scholastic hot water. My answer involved a rela- 
tively rapid movement of the poles, and such rapid 
action is taboo in geological circles, for “all learned 
men” had long ago decided upon the philosophical 
dogma of slow-motion. However Christians in heath- 
en lands learn not to fear taboos, and shall we not 
be as courageous ? 


While it is a joy to find a solution to a difficult 
scientific enigma, it is a hundred fold more so, when 
it solves also a Biblical problem. Those spiral move- 
ments of the pole were rapid enough to be consistent 
with Biblical records of ante-diluvian times. 


To Friends Of The Journal 


Will you pause a moment right now and pray? 


Ask God to give wisdom, patience and humility to 
the workers in the Journal office; 


Ask Him to keep the Journal in the center of His 
will, and make it more and more a medium of 
Christian thought and service; 


Ask Him to safeguard the paper against mistakes 
within — and without; 


Ask Him that its columns may be used to build 
Christian character, to stimulate spiritual 
growth and a love of the Truth as it is found 
in the imperishable and immutable Word of 


God. 


This is an investment you can make in a few 
moments that may yield dividends now and 
through Eternity! 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 3 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Building The Church at Ephesus 


Background Scripture: Acts 18:23 - 21: 


14. Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 3:10- 


15. 


‘Our Background Scripture is rather long and contains many valuable lessons for us. I wish to group this 
material around verse 20 of chapter 19: “So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.” Here is a simple 
summary of the rapid growth of the Church and the spread of the Gospel in these early days. A Spirit-filled 
Church preached the Word: “They that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching (literally, talking ) 
the Word.” The Church did not spend its time and energy in beautiful ccremonies or ritual; it was a Preaching 


Church, and the Word of God grew and prevailed. 


I. It Grew and Prevailed in the Life and 
Preaching of Apollos: 18:23-28. 


The learned and eloquent Apollos was preaching 
earnestly, but he had an imperfect knowledge of the 
Gospel, knowing only the baptism of John, and what 
John had said concerning Jesus. Two humble, but 
devoted Christians, Aquila and Priscilla, took him 
and instructed him more carefully in the way of God. 
This little incident throws a flood of light on the 
character of Apollos, the learned and cloquent preach- 
er. He was willing to be taught by ordinary Chris- 
tlans; not too proud to listen to and heed these two 
disciples. Preachers, no matter how “learned and 
eloquent,” need to have full knowledge of the Truth 
and preach a full and complete gospel, and sometimes 
we can learn a lot from those who are not as “learn- 
ed” in some ways as we are. The Word must grow 
and prevail in our hearts and minds. Personally, 
some of the most valuable lessons I have learned 
have been taught by humble Christians. Let us never 
be too proud or self-satisfied in our knowledge of 
the truth. 


I. It Grew and Prevailed in 
the Experience of the Christians 
at Ephesus: 19:1-7. 


There were certain disciples whom Paul found 
when he came to Ephesus. They, like Apollos, were 
not fully developed Christians; they had been bap- 
tized unto John’s baptism. Paul, seeing that some- 
thing was lacking, asked them, “Did ye receive the 
Holy Spirit when ve believed?” (R.V.) They said to 
him, We did not so much as hear whether the Holy 
Ghost was given. Paul proceeded to instruct them, 
they believed, and were baptized in the name of 
Jesus, and when Paul laid his hands on them, they 
received the Holy Spirit and spake with tongues and 
prophesied. (Similar to the experience at Pentecost 
and in the house of Cornelius). 


I am afraid that there are many Christians today 
who are ignorant of this great truth just like the 
people at Ephesus. Christians who have really been 
“born again” through the work of the Spirit, who are 
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filled with the power of the Spirit, are the only kind 
that can be witnesses for Him in a world of sin. The 
Church must be baptized with the Spirit as it was on 
the day of Pentecost before it can reach and save the 
lost- This teaching has been sadly neglected by the 
Church. We are living in the disp-nsation of the 
Spirit. Jesus said, | will send Him unto you, It ts 
expedient for you that I go away. The Word of Ged 
needs to grow and prevail in the exp<rience of Chris- 
tians in this esszntial teaching. I feel that the Church 
is “waking up’ and taking new interest for there have 
been several good books written on the subject: lately 
one of which I had the privilege of reviewing with 
my people. 


Hl. It Grew and Prevailed im its 
Conflicts with the Evils 
of that day: \9:8-A1. 


Wherever the Word of God is preachcd it stirs up 
opposition on the part of Satan and his helpers. There 
are a multitude of bad things in the world; evil spir- 
its, bad books, bad business, false religions; and the 
faithful preaching of a full gospel will arouse all the 
forces of evil in our exceedingly wicked world. Jesus 
Himself had plenty of opposition, and we, as His 
followers may expect the same sort of treatment: 
“Marvel not if the world hate you; it hated Me be- 
fore it hated you.” 


l. It comes in conflict with Evil Spirits. When 
Christ was on earth these evil spirits were continu- 
ally besetting His pathway, and when Paul began 
reasoning and persuading the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, these same evil spirits had to be 
dealt with. Special miraculous power was granted 
the apostle so that diseases could be cured and these 
Spirits Cast out. 


When certain strolling Jews, exorcists, tried to do 
the same thing, the evil spirit cried out, Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know, but who are you? And the man 
in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them and over- 
came them. It is a foolish and dangerous business 


to meddle with evil spirits wnless you are equipped - 


with the power of the Spirit of God. Many people 
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are dabbling with spiritualism not realizing what a 
dangerous thing it is. 1 believe there is another les- 
son for us in this startling incident. Our world 1s 
full of “evil spirits ;° some as clearly “demons” as in 
the days of Christ and Paul, others in the looser sense 
in which we use the word “spirit.” Whichever form 
they take, there is no cure, I feel, except through the 
power of Christ. Take alcoholism for instance, which 
might be classified under the broader meaning. | 
believe that the only SURE CURE FOR THIS is the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit, rather than 
some man-made formula. A converted drunkard is 
far better than a reformed drunkard. 


2. It comes in conflict with Bad Books. The Bible, 
the Word of God, is the One Best Book. There are 
many good books. There are many trashy, foolish 
books, and th<re are others which are altogether evil. 
So mightily did the Word of Ged prevail at Ephesus 
that many who used “curious arts’ brought their 
books together and burned them. That bonfire in 
the streets of Ephcsus was a mos: vivid witnessing to 
the growing powcr of the Best Book. 


We need many such “bonfires” today. Would it 
not be a great blessing if the vast array of smutty 
tooks and magazines on display on our newsstinds 
and book shelves were gathered and publicly burned? 
Committees are constantly investigating, (we get sick 
of that word), laws are passed and censorship im- 
posed, but the filth is still there. Im America we 
have many such magazines which are not allowed in 
England or Canada. If the Word of God could get 
into the minds and hearts of Americans these evil 
books would be destroyed, or would cease being pub- 
lished, as there would be no demand for them. 


3. It comes in conflict with False Religions: 23-41. 
The false religion at Ephesus was the worship of Ar- 
temis, or Diana, a very immoral religion. It does 
not appear that Paul said anything directly against 
Diana worship; he preached the Word. When men 
end women were convertcd they turned from idol- 
atry, and no longer bought the silver shrines which 
were sold by Demetrius and his fellow-craftsmen. The 
preaching of the true gospel of Christ always comes 
in conflict sooner or later with all false religions, and 
also with a “gospel which is another gospel,” namely, 
with a corrupted form of the true gospel. Today we 
have those who advocate a sort of combination of all 
the religions of the world, taking the best our of 
each one, and making a world religion. This is utter 
folly. There can be no compromise with false re- 
ligions because there is but ome true religion, Chris- 
tianity. We cannot “appease” these immoral religious 
systems; they are enemies of the truth, and all will 
have to surrender wnconditionally to the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. To take any other atti- 
tude is to be a traitor to the only God and Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


4. It Comes in Conflict with Bad Business: 23-41. 
Bad business and false religions often go hand in 
hand, as in this instance: the “twain” have much in 
common. These makers of images were not so much 


APRIL 22.1953 


concerned with the worship ot Diana as with their 
own money-making. They class the two together so 
as to appeal to the religious emotions and prejudices 
of the mob. If they had simply said that Paul was 
ruining their business there might have been but 
little response, but when they suggested that the wor- 
ship of Diana would be neglected the multitude cried 
out incessantly, Great is Diana of the Ephesians, and 
it was with much difficulty that the uproar was 
calmed down. 


IV. It Grew and Prevailed 
as faithfully preached by Paul: 
20: 1-21:14. 


I wish to speak especially on Paul's Farewell Ad- 
dress to the elders at Ephesus at this point. The 
first sixteen verses of chapter twenty tell of Paul's 
travels and preaching as he went through Greece and 
finally came to Miletus where he sent for the elders 
from the church at Ephesus. There are two parts to 
this “Farewell Address”; (1) A summary of his work 
at Ephesus and (2) A warning and exhortation to 
these officers of the church. 


|. He surveys his work. Let us notice two or three 
expressions: “Serving the Lord with all humility of 
mind.” Paul never became “puffed up” by his suc- 
cesses or the trials he had to endure. “I kept back 
nothing that was profitable to you”: the faithful 
preacher must preach all that God bids him preach. 
“Repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ”: he was true to the message of Christ 
which was, “Repent and Believe.” He knew that 
bonds and afflictions awaited him; nevertheless he 
was determined to finish his course with joy. “I am 
pure from the blood of all men. For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you the whole counsel of 
God.” These words of Paul carry us back to the 
“Farcwell Addresses” of men like Moses and Samuel. 


2. He warns them and exhorts them to be faithful 
to their work as “overseers.” There were dangerous 
days ahead. Grievous wolves would enter in among 
them, not sparing the flock. It is strange how quick- 
ly this sort of thing develops in the church. Jesus 
warned His disciples of the same kind of danger: 
Beware of false prophets which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. “Therefore watch.” They were to be on 
their guard against these enemies. 


He exhorts them to “support the weak” and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” We are glad that 
Paul has preserved these words of Jesus. 


This address is followed by a most touching part- 
ing. We see how much Paul was loved. 


‘Tl hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 3 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Why Be A Christian? 


WORSHIP SERVICE 
Hymn— Open My Eyes” 
Invocation 
Hymn—'My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 
Announcements 
Scripture—II Corinthians 5:10-21 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn—'Alas, And Did My Saviour Bleed” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Why be a Christian? Many would ask this ques- 
tion with the implication that there is no point in 
being a Christian. “Eat, drink, and be merry” is the 
watchword of the world, and in this spirit men turn 
away from God's offer of love and mercy in Jesus 
Christ. Many seem to feel that God is going to cheat 
them out of a “good time” if they receive Christ; that 
He is anxious to cast a pall of gloom over their 
hearts and make them miserable. Perhaps the reason 
for this is found in the fact that so few of us as 
church members are truly representative of what it 
means to be a Christian. Maybe they don’t want to 
be like those of us who profess to believe and follow 
Christ. Let's answer the question for our own hearts, 
and perhaps we can then give the answer to someone 
else. We'll hear from our first speaker now. 


First Speaker 

The Christian's way is a way of light. Men have 
lived in darkness, superstition, and fear, and have 
been groping blindly for something or someone who 
could lead them to the light, and Christ is the light. 
In the light of the Christian message we can under- 
stand something of the awful nature of sin. We are 
made to see that it is the very essence of rebellion 
against a holy God, whose righteous character de- 
mands the death of the guilty. We can see with new 
light that sin is not just a mistake in judgment, not 
just being out of harmony with the universe, not just 
frustration and distortion in our minds, but is an 
affront to the very character of God. Thus the “why” 
of suffering, darkness and shame becomes apparent. 
It is the tesult of man’s sin against God. 


In the light of the Christian gospel we begin to 
comprehend in measure something of the love of God, 
the love that passeth knowledge. “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself.” God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Man can know of the love of 
God in the light of Calvary, and can find forgiveness 
and life in Jesus Christ. Why walk in darkness, 
when God gives us light? Why be anything but a 
Christian? 
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“If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” To 
walk in the light is to avoid stumbling, and to find 
joy and peace in Him. Perhaps if more of us who 
believe in Christ were to truly walk in the light, oth- 
ers would come to the light. It presents a real chal- 
lenge to our hearts. But let’s hear another reason 
why we should be Christians. 


Second Speaker 


The Christian's way is a way that is right; the way 
in which we are right with God and right with our 
fellowmen. Man, in his sin, has rebelled against God, 
denying the reality of God and His right to reign in 
the hearts of men. “The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done 
abominable iniquity.” By their deeds they deny God 
and rebel against Him. Thus they are in the wrong 
way. God offers in Christ an opportunity for man 
to do an “about face,” repenting of sin, and a way to 
get right with God. The Christian's way is God's 
way, the way of righteousness. It involves turning 
from sin and self, to lay hold of the mercy of God in 
Christ. Thus from the ways of sin man turns to the 
way of righteousness, in obedience to the will of God. 
Someone has said, “I'd rather be right than presi- 
dent.” To be on God's side, on the side of right, or 
right with God, is the most important thing in the 
world. “There is a way that seemeth right unto man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Man's 
way, however many arguments we may muster against 
becoming a Christian, still remains the way of sin 
and death. God's way is the way of Calvary, the way 
of the Cross, the Christian way and the right way. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


The Bible warns us against walking in our own 
way, however right it may seem. “He that trusteth 
in his own heart is a fool,’ for the simple reason that 
our hearts are “deceitful above all things, and des- 


perately wicked.” We must turn to God if we are to. 


know the right way- But let us move on, as our third 
speaker presents another reason for being a Christian. 


Third Speaker 


A great many people have the idea you can’t be a 
Christian and still enjoy life. This is one of Satan's 
most vicious lies. The Christian way is a way of de- 
light. It is a way of wondrous joy and blessing. The 
Bible says, “The way of the transgressor is hard,” but 
“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered.” When we live for ourselves, walking 
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in ways of sin and rebellion against God, we are 
doomed to misery and sorrow. The world has short- 
lived pleasure to offer, but no peace. The world’s 
“morning-after-the-night-before” is a morning dark 
with disappointment and shame. God's way offers 
this promise: “Weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning.’ The world’s way is a 
boulevard of broken dreams, filled with sighs of re- 
grets, but “the path of the just is as a shining light, 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 
The life lived in sin is a life of sowing to the flesh, 
and the harvest is one of corruption and death. The 
life lived for God will bear fruit unto righteousness 
and life eternal. When men assert their freedom to 
do as they please, they lose the very freedom they 
would assert, and become bond-slaves of sin. But 
those who yield their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ 
are “delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the sons of God,” for “if the 
Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.” 
Many young people seem to feel that to live for God 
is to live in a way of gloom, or that it is “sissy” to be 
out and out for Christ. Anybody can serve the Devil, 
but to honor God is to “endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.” It takes more courage to 
stand up for Jesus than to cast in your lot with the 
crowd. But God will honor our faith, and will fill 
our hearts with joy and peace in believing. The 
Christian way is not just a good way; it is the best 
way! It is a way of delight. 
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The Bible says, “Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them. . . Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth.” To remember God and to walk in ways of 
righteousness is to find real joy, and to live a life of 
service to God and man. Why be a Christian? Any 
other life is not life at all, for those who live in sin 
are dead while they live. “He that hath the Son hath 
life.” 

(Close by giving those present an opportunity to 
advance other reasons why we should be Christians 
and live for Christ. ) 


Church News 


Davidson College 


Six high school seniors from a half-dozen Southern 
states have been awarded Baker Scholarships at Da- 
vidson College, Prof. Bradley Thompson, secretary of 
the Baker Committee, announced today. 


Winners of the scholarships valued up to $4500 
each are James K. Batten, Holland, Va. James C. 
Brice, Jr., Easley, S. C., Edwin L- Bryan, Bessemer, 
Ala., Carl L. Cooper, Durham, Philip F. Kukura, De- 
Land, Fla., and Thomas S. Morgan, Jr., Jackson, Miss. 
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Scholarships Awarded 
At Davidson 


Four outstanding high school seniors have been 
awarded the newly-created Davidson College Honor 
Scholarships for 1953, Dr. Samuel R. Spencer, Jr., 


assistant to the president, announced today. 


The fodr winners include Michael Fennegan, 
Fairmont, the Robert F. Phifer Scholarship; James 
G. Martin, Winnsboro, N. C., the William J. 
Perry Scholarship; William P. Melton, also of 
Winnsboro, the W. A. Wood Scholarship; and 
Alvin P. Perkinson, Jr., Chattanooga, Tenn., the 
Louise M. Williams Scholarship. 


The Honor Scholarship program was established 
at Davidson this spring to undergird the college’s 
Baker Scholarship program. All four of the win- 
ners were finalists in the Baker competitions. 


At least three Honor Scholarships will be award- 
ed to incoming freshmen each year. 


At present, 225 Davidson students —out of a 
total enrollment of 822 men — are receiving some 
type of scholarship aid totaling nearly $85,000 for 
the current year. 


The Protestant Hour 


The Presbyterian (U. S.) Series of “THE Pro- 
TESTANT Hover will return to the air on Sunday, 
May 3, 1953, with the Rev. John F. Anderson, Jr., 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Dallas, 
‘Texas, as the preacher. Approximately 185 stations 
will broadcast this series of eleven programs. 


The theme of this series of THe ProTesTANT 
Howr its “Questions That Count,” the sermon sub- 
jects being: 


May 3—‘How Can I Believe?” 
May 10—‘*Who Is God ?” 
May 17—“What Am 1?” 
(May 24—Special Methodist Program) 
May 31—‘Why Is There Sin?” 
June 7—‘Who Is Jesus Christ?” 
June 14+—‘How Can I Be Saved ?” 
June 21—*How Can I Be Good ?” 
June 28—"“*Why Do Good Men Suffer?” 
July 5—‘tHow Shall I Pray?” 
July 12—‘“Why Go to Church?” 
July 19—‘What Is Heaven Like?” 


Individual copies of the messages can be secured 
by writing the local station or the Division of 
Radio and Television of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, 712 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 


THe Prorestant Howr is heard generally at 
$:30 A.M. (E.S.T.), 7:30 A.M. (C.S.T.), every 
Sunday. However, since the broadcast time does 
vary in some localities, it is suggested that the local 
newspaper or station be consulted for the correct 
hour in each community. A folder listing the sta- 
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tions of THe Prorestant Howr is available from 
the Division of Radio and Television. For those 
communities where stations are not carrying THE 
PRoTESTANT Hour and where sustaining (non- 
commercial) time can be secured, the programs will 
be furnished free of charge. 


-The Protestant Fellowship Choir will provide 
the music for the series, with the exception of the 
Program on June 7 when the guest singers will 
be the Evangelical Chorus of Recife, Brazil, com- 
posed of singers from Aynes Erskine College and 
Presbyterian Seminary. The programs pro- 
duced and transcribed in the Protestant Radio 
Center, located on the campus of Agnes Scott 
College in Decatur, Georgia. The new studio of 
the Center is under construction on a site near the 
campus of Emory University. This Center is the 
only interdenominationally owned and controlled 
production studio in America. 


Women’s Work 


Weary Travelers Are 


Given Haven 


The Old Testament had very strict laws about 
hospitality. Living conditions were such in the 
desert and traveling was such a hazard, that weary 
travelers and tired strangers were quickly given 
haven and refuge. cf. Gen. 18 :2-8. 


I think I know how a weary traveler feels. When 
we were preparing to go overseas, we had been try- 


ing to sail for three weeks. All our earthly -belong- ° 


ings were packed and still are. We were total 
strangers, and weary ones, in New York. We had 
moved eight times in four months. Our little boy 
was sick. In New York we had to move three times 
because we could not find a place suitable for us 
that would welcome a child, much less a sick one. 
We were very tired and discouraged. ‘Then we got 
a letter trom Dr. Cumming telling us that we 
might be able to find a place in Mission Court. We 
phened from New York and the next night we were 
in Richmond. 


We must confess that on the way down we were 
concerned about all those little items that we would 
need to take up housekeeping. What a tremendous 
surprise we experienced when we got to Mission 
Court and found every possible thing we needed for 
housekeeping, from clothes pins to medicine! We 
were at home immediately. Needless to say, we are 
thankful for all those who had this vision, and all 
those who have contributed to make it a reality. 


I said a moment ago | knew how a weary traveler 
feels. ‘(There must be many who, through Mission 
Court, have experienced the joy of sharing a home 
and have fulfilled God's demand upon a host or 
hostess. —Herbert Meza. 
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We Have A Stewardship 


Of Our Devotional Life 
By Kathryn Danforth 


Asst. To Pastor Of First Presbyterian 
Church, Jackson, Miss. 


How superficial, with many of us, is our devo- 
tional life. ‘his seems to be a day of “short cuts.”’ 
In our reading, the classics and works of real 
literary value seem hidden under the current pic- 
torial periodicals. Many have been reduced to 
“Quick” and ‘Look’ methods and brief literary 
digests. With others, the “Book of the Month’”’ 
takes precedent over the “Book of the Years”— 
(jod’s eternal Word. 


We always seem in a hurry. But one wonders if 
much of our activity is not like a squirrel in a cage 
—ygetting nowhere fast! Everything seems abbre- 
Viated and streamlined! Undoubtedly this mode of 
lite has influenced the development of our spiritual 
lives. We may be observing some sort of period— 
going through a form of prayer and Bible study; 
but is the capsule method of taking spiritual food 
adequate soul nourishment ? 


The old hymn, “Take Time to Be Holy” sug- 
gests a principle which, as far as we can learn, has 
never been abrogated or altered. Someone has 
said, “God has not bowed to our nervous haste nor 
embraced the methods of our machine age. It is 
well that we accept the hard truth: the man who 
would know God must give time to Him.” 


There are abiding spiritual principles which 
must be observed if our devotional life is going to 
be productive. Believing prayer and devotional 
Bible reading must be a fixed habit, esteemed as 
necessary as our daily food. We must consider this 
time with our Lord a previous engagement, guard- 
ing it jealously against any interference, It is not 
dificult to see why saints, through the years, have 
considered the early morning hours the choicest 
time for uninterrupted communion and the best 
preparation for the day. 


What .is the greatest need in the Christian 
Church today ? What will contribute most in eter- 
nal results—mainly, souls and lives transformed ? 
ls it more or better equipment? We have it. Is it 
more activity and service? We are constantly in a 
strut—doing, doing, doing. Is it more Bible study ? 
Study classes abound. Is it better church attendance ? 
Many edifices are crowded. We have all of this 
and yet seem to lack that spiritual power which 
would cause men to cry out, “What must I do to 
be saved?” and that radiant Christlikeness which 
creates hunger in the hearts of the unyielded. 
While we look for better methods to accomplish 
these aims, God looks for better men and women 
who will give themselves to prayer, We seem very 
slow to catch on to Jesus’ words to Mary, “But 
one thing is needful’’—sitting at His feet. There is 
a job to be done, of course, but that “job” can only 
be done by the power of God’s Spirit. Surely this is 
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what Jesus meant in John 15. We seem ever to 
strive for efficiency, forgetting, in great measure, 
that our sufficiency is of GOD. And when will we 
learn that time spent in prayer is time gained? “Our 
busiest day is not worth God’s minute.” And so, 
while we seek a solution, let us be careful to seek 
it-in our Saviour. The answer to our greatest need 
is still just Himself—a deep personal devotion to 
Him, expressed in daily communion and moment 
by moment abiding. This will produce fruit in our 
lives.’ And herein is the Father glorified, when we 
hear much fruit.” 


Now some may say it more elegantly, but none 
more truly than the one who penned—‘Spend 
much time—in secret—with Jesus—alone. By look- 
ing to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be. Thy friends 
in thy conduct His likeness shall see.” We are 
transformed by taking time to behold Him (II 
Corinthians 3:18) “It is the daily communion that 
lets God etch His likeness upon our lives.” 


Can we call some of our devotional practices 
true worship? We hurry into an audience with the 
King. We come away unchanged. And some dwell 
in Jerusalem, so to speak, in the center of religious 
activity, and never see the face of the King. To 
what profit is this? 


It will take discipline if we are going to recap- 
ture what some of the mighty spiritual giants have 
had in their lives. “Discipleship means discipline.” 
‘When thou saidst, Seek ye My face; my heart 
said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek” 
(Psalm 27:8). Have we earnestly prayed like 
Moses, “Shew me Thy glory” or cried with David, 
“NIy soul thirsteth for God” or with Paul, “That 
| may know Him.” May our hearts be stirred from 
our coldness, spiritual smugness and complacency 
with yearning desire to know our GOD and His 
Christ—in effort to show Him to a needy world. 


We have been given a sacred trust. We have a 
stewardship of these lives, redeemed by His grace. 
John Wesley expressed it, “A charge to keep I have, 
a God to glorify; a never dying soul to save, and 
fit it for the sky.” 


“Lord, what a change within us one short hour 
Spent in Thy presence will avail to make! 

What heavy burdens from our bosoms take! 

What parched grounds refresh as with a shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems to lower; 

We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 

Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and clear; 
We kneel, how weak; We rise, how full of power! 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong, 
Or others—that we are not always strong— 

That we are sometimes overborne with care— 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 

Anxious or troubled—when with us is prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are with Thee?” 
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Chairman Of Board Of 
Women’s Work Speaks On 
1953 Giving Opportunity 


Probably without fear of contradiction it can 
be said that American women are the richest women 
in the world. We each have some talent, person- 
ality, money and opportunities for hospitality and 
friendship to share with others not only in this 
-country but in all parts of the world. 


A note was found by a Minister upon his pulpit 
one morning which read: ‘The prayers of this con- 
gregation are requested for a woman who is grow- 
ing rich.” Prayers are always needed for those who 
are growing into riches, leisure, culture, oppor- 
tunity for travel and intellectual brilliancy. 


And yet with all our wealth American women 
are hopelessly in debt. We owe our parents and our 
ancestors for the homes and heritage into which 
we are born. We are in debt for our country, its 
liberties, our religion, our educational opportunities, 
In the last analysis all of these debts we owe to 


God. 


An unusual opportunity is being aftorded us of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. in May of helping 
to discharge some of the obligations that are ours. 
We will have the privilege of giving of our interest 
and prayers and means to the 1953 Birthday Ob- 
jective of the women of our denomination. 


These gifts will help further the erection of 
homes related to the Austin and Louisville Theo- 
logical Seminaries for Missionaries on furlough, 
and make possible additions to homes already built 
for that purpose near Columbia and Union Sem- 
inaries. These homes will provide available places 
where some of our Missionaries can find refresh- 
ment for body and mind and soul before returning 
to their fields for further service. Shall not each of 
us then at our Birthday meetings in May discharge 
as much of our indebtedness as we possibly can? 


“And must I be giving again and again? 
Qh, no, said the Angel, piercing me through, 
Just give ‘till the Master stops giving to you!” 


BOOKS 
‘Religious Freedom” 


By James Hutchinson Cockburn. John Knox 
Press. Price $2.50. 


This book gives in substance the lectures de- 
livered at Davidson College in the spring of 1951 
under the J. M. P. Otts Foundation. The author 
has had firsthand contact with the bitter despotism 
found in Russia and her satellites. He has studied 
carefully Communism’s ruthless effort to subdue 
and enslave the Church of Christ. 
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Dr. Cockburn sees on the horizon a fiercer strug- 
gle before the contemporary Christian world than 
that which was faced in the Mohammedan sweep 
in the eighth and ninth centuries. That attack was 
mainly a military attack. The present danger is more 
subtle and equipped with psychological weapons to 
exert an endless variety of pressures and undermin- 
ing influences. This book is a call to vigilance and 
prayerfulness. It should help to arouse the churches 
of America to the perils of our day. 


“Topics For Youth 
Fellowship Meetings” 


By Tom Smith. Warner Press. Price $ .75. 


The purpose of these programs is to help young 
people arrive at Christian concepts and to imple- 
ment their faith into virile Christian living. — 


“Together With God” 


By Elizabeth B. Jones. Warner Press, Anderson, 
Ind. Price $1.00. 


The author believes that parents are the first 
teachers of religion—first in point of time and first 
in importance. With this realization the author pre- 
sents in this volume, guidance for the Christian 
home when children are six to eight years of age. 
This book will enable Christian parents to discover 
better ways of training their children in Christianity 
and encourage them to walk those ways with their 
children together with God. 


“In Favor With 
God And Man” 


By Katherine B. Peck. 
$1.00. 


This book is planned for Christian parents who 
have children nine, ten, and eleven years of age. It 
is a third volume in a series of four entitled ““The 
Christian Home.” As parents read these pages, their 
hearts will be stirred with a new sense of oppor- 
tunity and responsibility in the home. 


Warner Press. Price 


“Your Teen-Ager 


And You” 


By Audrey Williamson. Warner Press. Price 


$1.00. 


This book is to assist parents who have in their 
homes young people from twelve to eighteen years 
of age. This volume is practical and inspirational. 


“Programs For Junior 


High Fellowship” 
By Tom A. Smith. Warner Press. Price $ .75. 


The purpose of this volume is to aid Intermedi- 
ates in understanding the Bible and how to develop 
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in Christian living. Each program has an arresting 
title that is developed from a Scriptural point of 
view. 


“The Inward Cross” 
By Charles Duell Kean. 


Westminster Press. 


Price $1.25. 


This volume presents meditations on the Cross 
and “The Seven Last Words From The Cross.” 
He applies these words to the human problems of 
individuals and families. ‘There are some splendid 
passages in this volume but certain chapters fail to 
do justice to the theological implications of the 
cross. It is a book, however, that, when read with 
discrimination and discernment, should be stimulat- 
ing to Christian thought. 


“What It Costs To Be A 
Good Christian” 


By John R. Rice, Sword of the Lord Publishers. 
Price—$2.25. 


Dr. Rice is one of the most successful present-day 
evangelists. He has a message for the saved and the 
unsaved. He points out that many people mistakenly 
suppose that an evangelist should simply preach to 
the unsaved and nothing but the plan of salvation. 
Such a position he holds to be far from the truth. 
He says that it is unscriptural. He holds that an 
evangelist is called of God to preach on discipleship 
and to make good Christians. He has labored for 
nearly thirty years to produce the message in this 
book. Every page undertakes to make Christian con- 
verts into good Christians. 


The Master Looks At My 
Report To Presbytery 


By Rev. W. Bristow Gray, D.D. 


It had been a busy evening with the session of my 
church. We had just gathered and tabulated all the 
reports of the various organizations and had inscribed 
them on the blanks for the Spring Meeting of Pres- 
bytery. We had carefully noted all the amounts of 
monies raised and expended for the Lord’s work that 
we might not lose credit for anything. It was like a 
miser counting all his pennies and trying to make 
the amount larger, fearing that he might have over- 
looked a few. At last the work was done and the 
summary was tabulated in the session book and ready 
to go to the Presbytery for inspection. The elders 
said: “That's a good report, it’s the best we have had 
for some years.” We were all right well pleased with 
it. 


After the closing prayer and pleasant “good night's” 
the elders left and I sat at my desk with the open 
session book before me. On the left hand page was 
inscribed the “Financial” summaries, and on the right 
the “Vital statistics.” 
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As I sat there and mused on the report, thinking 
back over the twelve months it represented, some one 
seemed to be standing looking over my shoulder and 
scanning the reports with me. I directed his atten- 
tion to the “financial summaries,” but he only glanced 
at that and turned to the other page. His finger 
moved down the column till it came to the line, . 
“Added on confession of faith,” and rested there. 


“Is that all the lost ones you could find?” He asked. 
There was sorrow and anguish in his question. I saw 
a red spot as of a scar on the back of his hand as he» 
still pointed. ‘““No, Master,” I said, “there are still 
more on our prayer lists.” Then his finger moved on 
down the column to the line, “Losses by death, and 
transfer to the ‘retired roll.’”’ ““Who are these?” He- 
asked. “Well,” I replied, “four died during the year’ 
—"“Yes, I know,” He answered, “They are with me, . 
but this other twenty?” “Well,” I answered, “They 
don’t attend, they don't contribute, we are thinking» 
of putting them on the retired roll, and finally drop 
them.” I was afraid he would turn back to the rec- 
ord of the previous year which showed almost that 
number that had been dropped, but he didn't. He 
reached over and picked up my Bible and turned to- 
his own blessed words as recorded by Luke in chap- 
ter 15 and read: 


“What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if 
he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and 
nine in the wilderness and go after that which was. 
lost, until he find it? .... I say unto you that like- 
wise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons. 
which need no repentance.” 


The words seemed to sink down into my heart and 
leave an acute pain there. I was aroused by it. I had 
been asleep. It was a dream. 


But somehow a shepherd’s thought seemed to rest 
in my heart and bring to me a sweet sense of His. 
nearness. And with earnest-hearted resolution I re- 
peated the words of an old Synod’s Prayer League: 
“Believing that the chief work of the follower of 
Christ is witnessing, I hereby agree to join with oth- 
ers in making it my purpose, with God's help, to 
witness for my Saviour day by day as opportunity 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make materia! eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 20 ‘.imi- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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